Taking Better Photos: 10 Tips
By Andrea Steed 
1. Take LOTS of photos.

a. Take 10, 20, 30 pictures of the same thing.  Sometimes only 1 is worth saving, but it’s an awesome photo!  
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b. Delete blurry, duplicate, or not-as-good photos to save hard drive space.

2. Change your perspective.

a. Shoot from above, below, in front of, from both sides, behind, and using different angles to get a variety of shots.  Sometimes the story is told better from a different vantage point.
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b. Angle the camera slightly so your subject creates a horizontal line from one corner to the other of the frame.  It adds movement and makes the image more dynamic.
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3. Zoom in AND out.

a. Use your on-camera zoom or move your feet to take landscape, portrait and close-up photos.  It helps tell the whole story and give you a variety of photos.
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4. Turn off your flash.

a. Natural light gives a more “natural” look to the photo, while using a flash can flatten the image, and wash people out.
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b. Use window light, overhead lights, or go outdoors (in the shade) to get great natural lighting.

5. Check the background.

a. Try to eliminate clutter in your background by zooming in or repositioning yourself to get a “cleaner” shot.  
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b. Be aware of items appearing to “grow” out of people’s heads, such as trees or poles, etc.

6. Use the rule of thirds.

a. The most interesting focal points of an image are where the four points are created by the “rule of thirds” grid.  Slightly off-center your subject to place their eyes (or any focal point) so they’ll cross along those points.
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7. Position your subjects.

a. People don’t always know where to stand or sit.  You need to position them so they look their best.
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b. Create levels, everyone’s eyes at a different level.  Use visual triangles.  
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c. Create depth, putting people in front or behind each other, even if it’s just layering shoulders to create a 3-dimensional pose.
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d. Encourage people to hug, put their arms around each other, and relax.  Show relationships.
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8. Read your manual.
a. Know how to turn off your flash, use the specialized modes such as landscape, portrait, sports, night shot, etc.


b. Carry your manual in your camera case for easy reference during unique situations.
9. Make use of post-processing: cropping, color-correction, etc. 

a. Use photo editing software to make a so-so photo better with cropping, color correcting, adjusting brightness and contrast, etc.
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b. Fairly inexpensive programs include Adobe Photoshop Elements and Paint Shop Pro.


10. Tell the story.

a. Let your photo tell the story and trigger the memories that make the moment special.
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